Proc. R. Soc. Med. Volume 60 March 1967 accurate or both reader and court may be misled. Such minor criticisms are not intended to apply to the whole book, which maintains its excellent standard and has many new additions of great value, but to stress the fact that no book should be assumed to be completely accurate in medicolegal practice in the light of rapid scientific advances and even changes in the law.
Whatever weaknesses there may be, Taylor still remains a book that must be in every library and on every medicojurist's bookshelf. This work is intended to commemorate the tercentenary of Thomas Willis's 'Cerebri Anatome' of 1664 and is indeed a worthy memorial. Written with consummate skill and great attention to detail, the edition is limited to 2,000 copies, printed on Spanish mould paper, and incorporates the Willis crest as a water mark. The numerous illustrations are of outstanding beauty and the production indeed a joy to behold. It is in two volumes, the second of which contains a facsimile edition of Pordage's well known English translation (of 1681) of 'Cerebri Anatome.'
The first volume is devoted to comment and explanatory notes: a foreword by Wilder Penfield, followed by W Feindel, the editor, with a general preface and a chapter on the origin and significance of 'Cerebri Anatome,' containing also an account (with portraits) of Willis's life and that of his friends and associates -Richard Lower, Christopher Wren, Thomas Millington, William Petty and his patron the Archbishop of Canterbury, best remembered today as the donor of the Sheldonian Theatre at Oxford.
The reviewers are particularly gratified to note that important emphasis is given to the letters written by Lower to Robert Boyle, which go a long way towards dispelling the myth (created by Anthony Wood) that Lower rather than Willis was responsible for the anatomical discoveries of 'Cerebri Anatome.' The correction of this myth also owes much to the endeavours of Sir Charles Sherrington and Sir Charles Symonds to whom the book is dedicated. Lloyd Stevenson of Yale discusses Pordage's translation of Willis's works into English, concluding that 'Willis is well served by his translator.' Even if one accepts Professor Stevenson's careful reasoning, one nevertheless regrets the absence of a modern translation which would do greater justice to Willis's direct and un-pretentious Latin diction than the rather flowery language of Pordage who was a poet. The editor informs us that a new translation was planned but had to be abandoned for unavoidable reasons. The first volume concludes with a bibliographic chapter by H R Denham, of the Wellcome Historical Library, who provides a survey of the 22 previous editions (either separate or included in Opera Omnia) of 'Cerebri Anatome', as well as interesting biographical sketches of the various publishers.
Professor Feindel and his distinguished collaborators are to be congratulated on these volumes which will soon become collectors' pieces. Alas, they are probably too expensive to adorn the shelves of many historical research workers, who would have been grateful for easier access to Willis's chef d'oeuvre, the 'first monograph on the brain and nerves.' This is a practical book, specifically designed to present a systematic method of examination of the nervous system in the developing child. It was not intended to be a textbook of pwdiatric neurology.
The first chapter is on history taking, and subsequent chapters are devoted to the general physical examination, speech, cerebral function and systematic neurological examination. Throughout the book hints are freely given as to the ways of obtaining the child's co-operation in the examination and in the evaluation of the signs. The final chapter is an up-to-date critical review of the place of special investigations. The illustrations are excellent and there are also very useful tables for segmental innervation and for the infantile reflexes. There is a list of references, in alphabetical order, at the end and an index.
The book will, of course, have a particular appeal to the peediatrician and the neurologist, but it will also be valuable to anyone who has to examine children. K J ZILKHA Corneal Transplantation by Arthur George Leigh MD FRCS pp xi+ 342 illustrated £6 6s Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1966 In the past decade corneal grafting has become a routine procedure; this is essentially a book for the practising ophthalmic surgeon. There are most interesting opening chapters on the history of corneal grafting, on the biological
